| Ways to Comment On Accass
|
= Yigit one of our Forest Open

| Houses,

| « Clectronic comments can be
mianed W comments-
southern floridad@fs fed us.

& ‘Written commernits can be
mailed 19 Wil Ebaugh at 325
Jlohn Knox Rd. Tallahaszee, I
FL 32303 or 260-L23-2567 ‘

= Oral ar hand delivered com-
ments can be received within ‘
our normal business hours of
800am to 430 pm. Mon-
day-Thursday and 8:00 am
to 4.00 p.m. on Friday. |

Comments must be
received by
December 1, 2004

Make comments as specific as
i possibia and Inciude the foliowing:
& Name, address and (IT possi-
ble) telephorne number

= Title (Dcala Access DEIS) of

Lhe proposal on which your
commeant is being zukmitted

= Specific facts or comments
you believe the Respansible |
Orficials should consider in
reaching the decizion.

Only those who Bubmit timaly |
“and substantive comments will
have standing o sppesl. For |
appaal sligibility, individuals
must either sign the comments

or verily idenlily upon reguest

National Forests in Florida

Forest Update

[.S. Forest Service

Ocala National

Due to recent barticanes in
and zround the Ocala Ma-
tional Forest, two of the Ac-
ceas Designation Qpen
Houses ware postponed Rec-
ognizing the impartance of
this project and in an effort to
encourage maximum pubhc
involvement new dates ara
planned for the open houses.
The comment period has also
baan extanded to December
1, 2004, All comments must
be received by that date,

Those interested in acoese 1o

the Qcala are invited to stop by
anytime during the open house
hours to discuss alternatives,
ask guestions and give com-
ments. No formal presentation

will be given. The dates and

@ locations for the mectings are

i Wedneaday October 6, 2004
Ml Famada Plara Hotel, 3 pm {o

9p.m., 7470 Hwy 192 West
Kizzimmes, FL 34747

i Monday October 12, 2004

Ceala City Auditorium, 3 pm. ta
9 pm_ B36 NE Sanche: Ave
Ocala, FL 34470

Tuesday October 13, 2004

Lake County Farground,
Clements Building 3 pm. to 9
p.m., 2102 CR 452 Eustis, FL

Hurricane Effects National Forests in Florida

Damape from the recent hur
ricanes to the Mational For-
aete in Flonda s extensive in
many areas in the forest,
Cleanup could tske several
waake or months to ensure
areas are accessible and safe
for torest visitors

FRoads, trails and developead
recreation areas will remain
CLOSED until public safety
hazards are removed, These
areas will re-epen on a case
by case baziz alter Lhey are
clearad of all hazards.

Wisitars are reminded that
much of tha general forest
area s heavily stressed from
the storms. Thess areas are
not accessible hecause of
downed trees and debris.

an even bigger, and potentially
fatal, safety concern will be
leanirg Lrees of recs with bro

working with trained profession-
als lo reslore access to all ar-
eas that will be reopanad  Our

ken tops. These trees could fall  commitment to you s that we

to the ground without warming
i the slightest broeze. Be
awara of your surroundings if
you are in the waoods this fall.

While we appreciate visitors
wanting to us= the forest, we
ale asking users to be patient
while we continue with the
clean up effarts It is not ad-
vised thatl forest users try ta
clear debris to access forest
trails, roads and recreation ar-
eas, Az o matter of fact, wa
urghz you 1o not do so due to
concerns tor your salely and,
with the best of intentions, you
could be viclating federal law.
[orest Service personnel are

will do so as gquickly as possible,

If you plan to visit the National
Forests in INonda contacl the
Ranger District Offices for the
latest closure status, Updates
on closures can be viewed on

the wab at: wnww
suuthernregion, fs. fed us florida




